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of our Commerce,How naturally does 
4% aBody flumble upon the Ages Fol- 
lies, and bow thick do thefe publick Diff- 
culties lye in our way? Bread, Coals, Lot- 
teries, Navigation, Banks, Companies, 
publick Credit, Variety of all kinds of 


|: fearching fume of the Perplexities 


-Fobbers 5 fuch as Stock: Jobbers, Coal-Jub- 
_ bers, Cow-Jobbers, Wine-Jobbers, Law- 


Jobbers, and State-Jobbers 1 can 
but touch them as I go——And yet I do 
Dot Love to {peak Slightly to a Thing 
when I am about it My Defign is 
not fo much to Complain of Errors, as to 
Mend them 3 not fo much to fhew you the 


— Eabyrynth you ar j 
ous of it. y € run into, as the Way 


There are two intricate tangled Skelns 
in the Trade of this Town, that really 
want unravelling, and bringing to rights 
again: Whether I fhail be able to do you 
any Service or no, in the Attempt, I know 
not~——~The One is the Mine-Adventure, 
the Other the African-Company — Both 
Great, Handfome, Ufeful, Undertakings, 
and capable of being farther Settled; but 
both Embarrafs’d and Perplex’d———in- 
deed, in fuch a manner, as that, If they 
are not fome how or otber Deliver’d from 
the Encumbrances they ftruggle with, 
they muft Diffolve, be Extinét, and be 
Loft to the Nation. 

I confefs there is no Comparifon between 


them 3 neither is my joming them bere, any 
figni- 
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fignification of the Kindred of their Cir- 
cumftances-———— One is a meer Adven- 
ture, which in its felf might have fome 
Probability, but as it ftood furrounded 
with Banks, Affurances, Credits, Loans, 
and Paper-Stocks, was a meer painted 
Idol, fet up for Fools to Worfbip, and 
Knaves to Cheat their Neighbours by ; 
and I doubt had too much ot the Cheac 
in its Original: But she otber is a Noble, 
Capital, and National Undertaking; able 
to Branch our Commerce into one of the 
greateft, and perhaps the richeft Parts of 
the World. A Trade rich with Impsove- 
ments, Fruitfal of unforefeen Advantages, 
capable of being made perhaps, the Greateft 
and moft Profitable this Nation is concern’d 
ja 3 anda Trade, which without any Ex- 
port but of Trifles, biings back the moft 
folid, the richeft, and the be® Retura in 
the World. 

When I. formerly entez’d upon the 
Confideration of this Trade, it was a time 
of War between the prefent Company, and 
the fepardte Traders ; and \ could not [peak 
of it without Embarking on one fide or 
other of their Quarrels, and Recriminz- 
tions; it was impoffible to fpeak, and rot 
make ule of fome of the Arguments, or 
Clafh with fome cf the Opinions, that on 
one fide or another were mace ule of at 
the Bar of the Houfe, to carry on their 
refpetive Parties---—-And no Endeavour 
to fpeak with the greateft Impartiality, 
could prevent i’. 

Bot now we are ceme toat leaft a Ceffa- 
tion of Arms, #f mot a Pesce. Two yain, 
tho’ cbRinate Attacks have been made up- 
on the Company, and both have been Re- 
puls’d Indeed, I canoot fay the Vi- 
goar of the onnay has gain’d the Vi@c- 
ry 5 but the Difficulcy, or rather Impof- 
fibilizy of the Chimerial Settlements fume 
Men have propofed, has given the dead 
Blow to alltheirc Actempts, and will ren- 
der all fuch like Propofals alike ineff Qual 3 
oh the fame Defeét muft produce the 

mre Deficiency, at all times. 

To Diffolve one Company before we 
tefolve upon what fhall fucceed, is like a 
Man going up a Ladder, who lets go with 


one Hand before hehas got hold with a- 
nother 3 and fvch a ome is fure to fall down 
and break his Neck. I know fome Gentle- 
men ar? apt to tell us, they did propofe 
a Settlemenr inftead ot the Company: It 
might be futhcient tu tell them, if they had 
propofed a {uthcient Settlement, they 
could mot have fail’d of their Points For 
without Refle@ions upon anv Body, they 
never can expeét to find a Houf- better 
inclin’d to them than the Jatt was 
Nor fhall [ enquire whether Arguments 
were duly weigh’d, and found - peaking 
liften’d to ia the D:bares concerning the 
Trade 3 or whether Opinion govern’d tome 
Gentlemen, Partiality cchers, or Interett 
any Thefe Enquiries, whether they 
look one way or other, feem to contribute 
nothing to the prefent purpcfe. 

Je is fufficient to tell thofe Gentlemen, 
the Houfe did not feem to find their Pro- 
pofals an Equivalent t6 the prelent Settle- 
men:, or afwited Security for the Prefer- 
vation of the Trade; elle ic will be readily 
a-k’d them, Why did not you gain your 
Poiat ? Nor will refle€ling on the Judg- 
ment, Unanimity or Difpatch of the Houle 
of Commons, be a Plea here ; for a Man 
may with {mall Prophecy, tel che Gentle- 
men That as it was not for want of 
good Wil, to diffulve the prefent Com- 
pany, which the Temper of the Houle 
evidently difcover’d Nor want of 
Forwardnefs in the Houle to Settle the 
Trade ; but from the meer Impra€ticable- 
nefs of the Thing And the infinite 
infuperable Difficulties, which rhe Schemes 
propofed to the Huole were Cl-gp’d with 
—— -So thofe Gentlemen may take thefe 
two hints from me it they pleafe 
or let them alone if they plea‘e. 


1» Their Notioas were Built upon fuch 
improbable Suppofitions, and fuch 
impraéticable Foundations, that every 
Scheme they can ever draw fromthem, 
will be Attended with the fame infu- 
perable Difficulties, 

2, Thefe Difficulties will for ever Caufe 
their Attempts uponthe Company by 
a Parliament to be Abortive ; fince 


they 


Boies 


they can never expect to find a Parlia- 
ment thac will Unfettle a Trade of 
that Confequence, and fo well fecur’d 
to the Kingdom, unlefs fome Settk- 
ment, more Advantageous to Trade 
in general, and at leaft equally fecure 
to the Nation, can be propos’d. 


From hence! take the Freedom to fay, 
with thofe Gentlemen's Pardon, That all 
their Attemprs this way againft the African 
Comp:ny will be, and indeed muft be A- 
bortive —Vecaufe chey waot that Effential 
Part, which can alone fuppore a Caufe of 
that Confcquence, when it comes to be 
NATIONALLY confider’d, 

This being the prefene fate of the Cafe, 
it occurr’d tomy Thoughts, That perhaps 


I might fpeak to this great AMiir molt 
profitably, now the Weaponsare laid afide, . 
than E could before; becaufe a Man may 
Examine, if pofhble, what Mediums may 
now in this time of Truce be found our, 
to prevent, as farasI can, a new Wars 
which I forefee may End in the Ruin of the 
Company, but cannot End in Eftablithing 
the Trade ——And tho’I am none of thofe 
that are moft Solicitous about pleafing 
Folks, yetas I take no Delight in Angring 
any Body, methinks this Point may be fo 
Handled,and with that Equality and impar- 
tial Regard to Truth, that neither fide need 
take offence at it-———But ifthey will, be 
there Occafion or not, the Author declares- 
againft giving himfelf the leaft nneafinefs 
about ic. 


MiscELLAN EA. 


I Am upon a very unhappy Broil among 
us here, Occafion’d by Encroachments, 
Combinations, &c. in Trade ; and lately 
fallen out among the Coal-Traders, Ma- 
flers and Owners on one fide, Crimps, 
Fitters and Lightermenon che other. 

I ftated the Cafe as calmly as I could in 
my laft : Indeed Ithink all thefe Things 
may, be talk’d of Calmly3 and he that 
would heal a Breach, muft rather quench 
than kindle the Inflamations on either fide. 
Ihave feen but one Paper on this Head, 
and itis on one fide: It is full of Argu- 
ment, but it is full of fomething elfe too, 
which I fhall carefully avoids for tho’ the 
Gentlemen are pleas’d to fall out with one 
another, neither of them fhall fall out 
with me, it [can help it——At leaft not 
for want of Manners— —— If either Pyrty 
Quarrel me upon the Confequence of this 
Debate, 1 fhall conclude they are the Ag- 
Breffors in the Diff rence, and Gailty of 
the Grand Mifchief, from whence all the 
reft Flow, becaufe no Man will be concern’d 
io the Reproof, but that has a fhare in 
the Fault. If ic fhould be my Misfortune 
to Anger both fides, as is often my Lot, I 


muft conclude, that there are Faults on 
both fides, and ftill the more need to En- 
quire into them. ' 

I begin with the Affair, call’d Combina™ 
tion: | readily own, that Combinations 
in general, whether Legally underftood; 
I mean in the Lester of the Lew, or whether’ 
Artificially, as they may be Couch’d by 
crafty Men, to elude and evade the Force 
of an Ad of Parliament; they are all # 
their mature injarious to Trade, opprefhive 
to particular Men, and tending to Mono~ 
polies, as all Clandeftine Trade is an Inju- 
ty tothe Fair Traders in the fame Branch 
—— This is the Reafon why our Laws are 
lo ftri&t, and fo many ways pointed again ft 
Monopolies, Engroffings, Forefalling of 
Markets,and exclufive Privileges in Trade, 
which, generally fpeaking, are always at- 
tended with Oppreffions of Trade in ge-. 
neral, and of private Traders in particulars 
as it gives fome unfair Preferences, and 
uneqal Advantages to others. 

Now it is not for me to determin Truth 
of Fa& without Evidence 3 let either Party 
defend themfelves as they can; Who ever 


of them haye by undue Combinations 
FIRST 
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FIRST INVADED their Neighbours, 
thefe are the Aggreffors in this War 3 and 
indeed whe occafion of all the reftemAnd 
tho’ neither fide cao juftify illegal or clan- 
deftine Contra&s to deftroy the Trade ; 
yet there muft be eVer a diftin@ion (and 
an Allowance made for it) between Con- 
federatiog againft the very Being and 
Profperity of the Trade, and honeit Men 
Combining together to prevent unjuft 
Encroachments There muft always 
be a diftin&tion between Combining again&t 
an illegal Combination, and Combining 
to reduce the unfair Trader toan Equality. 
- Thi I fay, becaufe it is alledg’d by fome 
of the Mafters, That there are Combina- 
tions among the Lightermen, Buyers -and 
Managers of the Markets, which are De- 
firu@ive to the Navigating part of the 
Trade; and that this New Combination 
among the Mafters, is cto prevent the 
ruinous Confequences of thofe former 
Combioations ———— How true this is, the 
other beft know, and.I fhali be very ready 
to clear them of the Charge, if they pleafe 
to put itia my Power. 

But in the mean time, asthe others are 
Complainers, ‘it is neceffary to examin the 
Complaint The Fi@ is fo gene- 
rally in every Man’s Mouth, and fo little 
deny’d by any Body, thac there feems very 
Little occafion to prove it. The Confede- 
Lacy it feems, is between the Fitters at 
New caftle, as Tools to the Coal-owners, 
aad the Lightermen at London, Thefe 


Coal-owners, J mean-fuch as are in the Cone 
tra, for fome boneft Men are iil left out, 
by engaging the Lightermen into a Con- 
tract, for whicb they allow to Ten pzrcicu- 
lar Men 15001. per Annum, fome fay a 
greac deal more; and dy which their Coals 
fhall both be Loaded at New-caftle, and 
Deliver’d at Londom, when others fhall lye 
on Hand, have brought the Trade into a 
perfect Management, and brought the 
Mafters to be a meer Property to them- 
felves. ; 

The Grievances of the Mafters are really 
intollerable on this Account ; their Sub- 
jection to the Managers in both Places 
would hardly be Credited, if Related as 1 
have met with it; and the Arts, Tricks, 
and corrupt.PraQices to reduce the Price, 
delay the Ships, and ruin the Voyages « 
(of all chat do not come iato theirMea(fures) 
are inoumerable Thefe | fhall have 
Occafion ¢o be larger upon hereafter. 

In the mean time | fear this will be 
fourid co be the Foundation of all che Mif- 
chiet, the Original and Firft-born Combina- 
tion; and if fo, all the Confequences of 
fublequent Confederacies will lye at the 
Dovr of this grand Combination 
It in makiog this Enquiry, fome black De- 
fig, which really aim at the Ruia of the 
Trade to Enrich a few Families, do ap- 
pear, itcannot be my Fault. Truth muft 
come to lighe, and let the Weighe fall 
where ‘t will, I purpofe, God willing, to 
fearch it to the Bottom. ° 
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